
 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 1 

Skills Activities 

Construct Maps Draw a United States Map 

http://www.infoplease.com/atlas/unitedstates.html 

 

Construct a map of your neighborhood and create directions on how to get from one destination to another 

using east, west, north, and south.   

 

Using the Internet find the latitude and longitude of your child’s  home and round to the nearest whole 

number.  Find the latitude and longitude of Gettysburg, Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska 

http://itouchmap.com/latlong.html 

Create a time line Have you child create a time line on their next 10 years including short term goals that lead to a long term 

goal 

http://www.teach-nology.com/web_http://www.astrologyweekly.com/data-archive/states-joined-

union.phptools/materials/timeline/ 

 

 

Have your child create a time line with dates of when states entered the union 

   

Describe differences primary and 

secondary sources 

Read newspaper and magazine and choose which ones are primary and which ones are secondary source ( 

Primary sources provide first-hand testimony or direct evidence concerning a topic under investigation) 

(Secondary sources are documents tor recording that relates or discusses information originally presented 

elsewhere) 

 

http://www.quia.com/cm/62038.html?AP_rand=487422773 

 

Determine bias Have your child read an article and determine what the point the author is trying to make? What are they 

trying to convince them of?  Have them write an article with their point of view (bias) and then rewrite it 

to oppose their point of view (bias). 

Two historical views on same event Have your child write their opinion on slavery.  Find something with an opposing view and compare and 

contrast it 

Checks and balances List 5 reasons why a president might be impeached 
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Current events Have your child watch the news with a family member and discuss it.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 2 

Skills Activities 

Movements Have a debate with your child convincing people to let children vote 

 

Checks and balances Draw a picture of the Confederate vs. the Union.  

The illustration should portray their beliefs. 

 

Industrial Revolution and Suffrage Are there any rights or privileges that children don’t have that they should. Make a list (e.g. 

voting and driving) 

Investment of human capital/health Discuss with your child your views on healthcare. 

 

Discuss if immunizations should be mandatory or if they should have a choice 

Role of entrepreneurs 

 

Write a business plan to start their own business 

Role of emigration Draw a picture of a place they would immigrate to and write 3 reasons why 

 

Have your child find someone who was not born in America and discuss their culture 

Identify cultural aspects (e.g., 

literacy rates, occupations 

Discuss with your child how inflation affects your lifestyle.  

Describe the push and pull factors Why do so many people want to come to America?   

Make a list of reasons why. 
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Quarter 3 and 4 

Skills Activities 

Community Service Have your child find something do for community service (feed the poor, pull weeds for 

someone, help an elderly, and etc.) 

Citizenship Discuss what being a citizen of a community means.  Are there any responsibilities?  If so, what 

are they? 

Acquisition of Hawaii and Alaska Draw a picture of Alaska and Hawaii and where it is in relationship to the United States 

 

Make a list of natural resources from Alaska and Hawaii to show that the United States made a 

good decision in acquiring them. 

Selective Service Draft If we go into another world war, should there be a draft?  Discuss with someone your opinion. 

Immigration Discuss the best way to let people from other countries enter America. What is the best way to 

deal with immigration?    

Inflation Make a list of all the things that would be affected if gas prices go up five cents 

 

Discuss with your child how rising prices have affected your family in this economy  

Opportunity cost Choose two items your child really wants. Have your child make a decision on one of them and 

list the reasons why they would choose one over the other. 

 

Is there a difference between a want and a need?  Have a discussion with your child on what the 

difference is?  How can they tell the difference? 

Scarcity Discuss how having limited resources can affect the price of a product. 
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With 3 people, your child can play this activity from the web site 

http://powellcenter.org/uploads/AScarcityActivity.pdf 

 

Personal savings Open up a savings account  for your child and have them watch how their money grows 

Government investment in 

physical capital 

Discuss with your child if they agree with spending money on space travel.  What benefits do 

Americans receive from spending this type of money.  
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