
 

 

Quarter 1 

Skills Activities 

Observations An observation is information you gather from your senses.  It does NOT include your thoughts 

or ideas.  An example:  I see five eggs in the nest.  The eggs are blue and white speckled.  

Questioning After making observations in nature, have your child come up with questions about what they 

see. Example: I wonder what type of bird laid these eggs? 

Predicting Have your child make simple predictions about the questions they have from nature?  Example:  

I think the eggs are from a robin. 

Experiment This is a simple test that is used to gather information on a topic.  Example: Grow two plants 

using different types of plant food.  

Variable The ONE thing that changes in an experiment.  In the experiment above, the variable would be 

the type of plant food.  

Controls These are all of the things that remain the same in an experiment.  In the experiment above, the 

controls would be the type of seed used, the number of seeds planted, the amount of soil and 

pot used, the amount of water given, and the amount of sunlight it is exposed to.  

Hypothesis This is a statement of what you THINK will happen and WHY.  The difference between a 

prediction and hypothesis is that the hypothesis includes the reason why.  An example for this 

experiment would include, “I think that the plant with Miracle Grow will grow faster than the 

plant with regular soil because the Miracle Grow contains needed nutrients. 

Collecting Data While conducting the experiment, measure the plant growth and record it in a chart or graph. 

Inquiry Tools Measure using scientific tools, such as a thermometer to measure temperature, a scale to 

measure weight, and a measuring cup to measure liquid amounts.  Practice using these tools 

appropriately at home.  

Finding Answers Use your data to identify trends, and form a conclusion about your experiment.  
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