
 

 
Quarter One 

Skills Activities 

Read Aloud Ask your child to use a variety of reading strategies during their daily reading.  Reading strategies: predicting, inferring, 

questioning, monitoring, visualizing, summarizing, evaluating. 

Before Reading: What do you think the story is about? What do you think is going to happen? 

During Reading: What is going on? What is the problem? How do you think it will be solved? Who are the characters? Where 

is the story taking place? 

After Reading: What happened? Were your predictions correct? How was the problem solved?  Have your child answer 

questions in complete sentences.   
Root words, prefixes, and suffixes Highlight or circle words in books, magazines, pamphlets, etc. containing prefixes or suffixes.  Ask your child to use their 

knowledge of prefixes, suffixes, and root words to determine the meaning of words. Examples of Prefixes: Re-, Un-, Dis-, Tri-   

Examples of Suffixes: -le(in a way that is), -able(able to be), -y(having) 

Main Problem Have your child read a story to you or a sibling.  As they are reading, ask them to tell you when they have recognized the main 

problem in the story.  When the story has ended, ask them to explain how the problem was solved. Have them draw or act out 

the main problem and resolution.  

Major and Minor Characters  Your child will first need to read a story containing multiple characters.  After reading the story, ask your child to recreate a 

scene from the story with family members or friends.  Your child will be the major character from the story.  Other family 

members or friends will fill in the minor characters.  There might be more than one main character.  Or, have your child draw 

the major and minor characters and label them.  

Character Traits  After your child reads a story with a character they find interesting, ask them to create a comic strip using the character.  The 

comic strip drawings and words should show evidence of the character traits.  This can be an event from the story or a new 

scene created by your child. To help them determine the character traits, ask them to look back at the dialogue, actions, 

narrations, or illustrations in the story.  

Setting Visit the school or local library and check out an illustrated fiction book.  After reading the story, ask your child to identify the 

setting of the story which includes time, place, and situation.  They can create a picture book illustrating the settings.  

Examples: Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs by Judi Barret  or Lorax by Dr. Seuss or anything by the author Gary Hogg. 

Compare and contrast  Use two stories your child has read, or a single story compared to your child’s life.  Ask them to write the things that are the 

same and things that are different about characters, settings, and the events from the two stories or life experience using a 

diagram or double bubble map.  Ask them questions like “How are the characters in both stories alike?  Different?” “How are 

the settings the same or different?” ”What events in both stories were alike? Different?”   

Main Idea and Details Provide your child with a newspaper or magazine article.  Ask them to read the article and highlight the main idea.  Underline 

the supporting details.   

Cause and Effect After reading a story with your child, take an index card and write something that happened in the story. (effect)  Turn the card 

over and label it effect.  Then on another card, write what caused that effect to happen.  Turn the card over and label the other 

side cause.  Repeat until you have at least four sets of cause and effects.  Turn them face down with the labels facing up.  Mix 

up the cards and take turns matching cause and effect.  

Literal and Figurative Language When having a conversation with your child, take a second to identify idioms or expressions and their meanings.  Example, if 

you say “It’s raining cats and dogs.”  Stop to identify that as an expression, and talk about what it means. Other examples 

include “break a leg”, “spill the beans”, “a piece of cake”. 

Syllables Write words using sidewalk chalk and draw lines to separate the words into syllables.  Choose words from books, spelling 

words, or family names. Use clapping, hopping, or jumping to decide where to break the word. 

Sequence of Events Cut a comic strip out of the newspaper and separate each box.  Mix up the pieces and have your child put the comic back 

together in the correct order.  Then have your child create a new scene that could come next.  
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