
 

 

Quarter Two 

Skills Activities 

Human Activities Identify ways that humans affect the environment. 

Positive= Start a recycling program at home.  Find ways to reuse items, such as plastic bags or milk 

jugs. 

Negative =Discuss where trash goes, such as landfills.   Discuss effects of pollutions, such as exhaust 

fumes from cars making the air dirty.  

Science & Technology Improvements Describe how science and technology have improved the lives of people. 

Talk to a grandparent about what their life was like growing up.  Discuss how life has changed with the 

use of air conditioners, computers, cell phones, etc.  

Innovations from People & Cultures Check out books from the library, or watch documentaries on multiple scientists.  Read and discuss how 

their contributions affect our lives today. 

Forms of Energy Discuss solar power, wind, and hydroelectric power sources. Visit Hoover or Davis Dam or look for 

windmills or solar panels while driving. 

Natural Events Discuss long term and short term effects of natural events on the environment.  For example, the slow 

wearing away of earth’s surface is weathering.  This occurs over the period of many years and can form 

new landforms such as the Grand Canyon.  Floods and other natural disasters can occur rather quickly 

and can destroy houses, buildings, and plant life. 

Uses of energy Look around the house.  What are some of the ways that energy is used?  Discuss where the energy 

comes from and how it works.  For example, how does the air conditioner work?  Where does it get the 

power to cool the house?  

Magnets Gather several types of magnets: Bar magnets, horse shoe magnets, large and small magnets, etc.  

Conduct simple experiments to find similarities and differences of magnets and how they work. 

Weather Patterns & Climate Watch the weather report.  Look at the weather for the week and compare it with the climate, or long 

term weather patterns in Arizona.  It might be cool, cloudy or raining that particular day, however the 

climate of Arizona remains hot, sunny, and dry. 

Water Sources Have your child identify the different water sources in your area.  Examples might include the lake, 

river, or ocean.  Have a conversation about the water cycle, and the amount of water that actually covers 

Earth. 

Weather Maps  Cut a weather map out of a newspaper, or find one online.  Have your child answer questions using the 

weather map, such as: “What is the temperature in Phoenix?  In Bullhead City?  Which is hotter?”  “Are 

there any fronts coming towards Arizona?  What type and in what direction is it moving?” 
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