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Skills Activities 

Author’s Position Ask your child to review a variety of advertisements for a service.  Ask them to identify the 

persuasive words that are used to capture the reader’s attention.  Help your child create his/her 

own ad or commercial to advertise a service in the neighborhood.  Example dog walking, lawn 

service, garage sale, babysitting, etc.  

Informational Text Use written directions to make something.  Some examples are: reading a recipe or directions 

on a package, putting together a toy or household item, magazine articles about how to make a 

craft, etc. 

Vocabulary While watching commercials, which words are used to make you feel good or bad about an 

item.   Talk about why you would or would not want to purchase that item.  Are there any 

exaggerations used in the commercial? 

Graphics Look in the newspapers to find pictures with captions, headlines, charts or graphs, and talk 

about what they are used for. 

Figurative Language Similes compare two things using like or as (ex: he was quick like a fox; her hair was as soft as 

silk). Personification is giving human traits to something that is not human (the wind whistled 

through the trees). While watching TV, see how many similes and personifications your child 

can identify.  Make it a competition between family members to see who can find the most. 

Genres While watching TV shows or reading books have your child tell you what the genre is.  Some 

examples of genre are: science fiction, historical fiction, fantasy, and fables. 

Writing Styles Discuss the characters in a story, T.V. show or movie.  What makes the story interesting? Is it 

believable? Do the events in the story effect how you feel about the characters? 

Point of View In a story, movie, or T.V. show, tell who is telling the story.  Is it being told by the main 

character? A person outside the story? Someone who knows everything about the characters, 

including what they are thinking and feeling? 

Plot In a story or movie, tell about the events that lead up to the main problem (rising action).  Tell 

what the big problem that changes the story is (climax).  Tell the events that wrapped up the 

story and finished it. 

Persuasive Strategies Talk about the effects of peer pressure and the “bandwagon effect” (the idea that everyone is 

doing something).   
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