
 

 

Quarter 1 & 2 

Skills Activities 

Read out loud (Year-long activity) 

(Stories, Poems, Informational Text) 

 

Ask your child to practice reading at home on a daily basis for 20 minutes.   

Before: Ask your child to predict what they think the story will be about.  Have child identify type 

of text (fiction, non-fiction, play, or poetry).  

During:  Ask your child questions about what they reading.  (e.g. What do you think will happen 

next?  Can you tell me about what you just read?)   

After:  Have your child summarize and retell what he/she has just read.  Ask questions about the 

story. (e.g. What was your favorite part in the story and why?) Have your child answer questions in 

complete sentences. 

Alphabetize words 1.) Alphabetize current spelling lists. 

2.) Cut out words from magazines/newspapers/cereal boxes and have child alphabetize and glue 

to paper. 

3.) While your child is reading, set a timer to go off every minute. When the timer goes off the 

child will record the word they last read.  At the end of 10 minutes they will have 10 words 

to alphabetize. 

Compare and contrast the characters, 

setting, and plot of different stories 

 

Take two stories your child has read.  Then ask your child to write similarities and differences 

between characters, setting, and plot from the two stories.  (Discuss, record on paper, create a Venn 

diagram)  Ask them questions like, “How are the characters in both stories alike or different?  How 

are the settings (where and when the story takes place) of both stories alike and different?  What 

events in the both stories were alike or different?)   

Sequence of events 

 

 

1.) Provide your child with all the ingredients and recipe needed to make a favorite dessert.  

Before starting, ask them to check the recipe for completeness.  Supervise your child while 

he/she follows directions.  Ask them to follow steps to sequence. 

2.) Use index cards, have your child draw pictures of 5 main ideas from the story.  Shuffle 

cards and have him/her put events in order. 

Using a dictionary 

 

1.) Set a timer, give your child a word, (e.g. spelling word) and see how fast he/she can find the 

word in the dictionary.  Another example would be to race a friend or a sibling. 

2.) Once the child finds the word, have him/her read the meaning of the word.   

Syllables Give your child a word and ask him/her to clap the syllables as they say them out loud, and then tell 

you how many syllables are in the word. (pop – corn [2], mul – ti – pla – ca – tion [5], bun – ny 

[2]).  Syllables can be checked using the dictionary. 

 

Fluency/Accuracy Practice reading for 1 minute.  Repeat reading the same passage to increase accuracy and  

words per minutes.  
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Know the difference between types of 

text: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, plays 

1.) Take a trip to the local library.  Walk around and locate the different types of text. (e.g. find 

the fiction and nonfiction sections)  Look through the different types of books and point out 

the differences in each. 

2.) While watching T.V. or a movie, identify fiction, non-fiction, poetry or play. 

Practice identifying parts of text Play a search and find game with your child ask them to find organizational features: bold print, 

table of contents, glossary, italics, headings, and captions of text.  Ask them questions about some 

of the information in the organization features.  (e.g. What does the caption on page ____ tell you 

about the picture?  Under what heading would I find _____?  What page would I find information 

about _____?) 

Story elements (plot, setting, 

characters, problem, solution) 

Use sticky notes to label the story elements while reading.  Example, a C on a sticky note could 

represent a character, S for setting, etc.) 

Identify cause and effect in the story 

  

Read a favorite family story together.  One family member tells a cause (why something happened) 

from the story and the rest of the family members discuss and state the effect (what happened).  

Repeat activity until everyone has an opportunity to state a cause.   

After the story, ask questions like, “What caused the character to _______?  What effect did 

________ have on the character?  

Cause and effect can also relate to real life.   “(Cause) You didn’t clean your room, (effect) so you 

cannot go out and play.”  

Spelling/unfamiliar words Make a “Sorry” by writing either spelling or unfamiliar words from his/her reading on popsicle 

sticks with a marker.  Write the word “Sorry” on some of the popsicle sticks.  Put the sticks in a 

cup.  Set a timer for 3 minutes and then take turns with your child choosing one to read aloud.  If 

you get the “Sorry” stick, you will have to put all your popsicle sticks back into the cup and will 

have to start over again.  If the word is read or spelling wrong, the stick is returned to the cup.  At 

the end of 3 minutes, the winner is the player with the most popsicle sticks.  (If using spelling 

words, the other player would need to spell the word in order to keep the popsicle stick.)   

Find facts and opinions in persuasive 

text 

Using a cereal box or advertisement (commercial or magazine ad) ask your child to find the 

opinions and facts.  Point out that facts can be proven and that opinion statements are based on 

feelings or thoughts. 

Identify the main idea and details of 

text 

1.) Cut out a short newspaper or magazine article and read it with your child.  Ask your child to 

highlight the main idea and discuss why the chose it.   

2.) Help your child find a book or article about their favorite animal.  Ask them to read the 

information and then identify the main idea. 

Locate facts in expository text 

  

Using a magazine article, ask your child to become a fact detective.  Ask them factual questions 

about the article and then have them search in the article for the answer.  Ask your child to 

highlight the facts. 

 


