
 

 

Quarter 1 

Skills Activities 

 Summarize 

 Story Structure 

 short a, i base words and –s,    -

ed, -ing endings 

 high frequency words bought, 

front, kitchen, roll, until 

 After listening to your child (or read a story to your child), retell the story using 

characters, setting, problem/solutions. 

 Come up with a different title and ending to the story you read 

 Play I Spy game using short vowel words (ex. I Spy something with the short i sound). 

      http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/construct/  

 use index cards to make flashcards, or your child will make flashcards at school and bring them 

home 

 

 Monitor/Clarify 

 Fantasy/Realism 

 short vowels o, u, e; VCCV 

pattern 

 high frequency words brought, 

reason, special, surprise 

 While reading story with your child, ask your child to explain why things happen in the 

story.  Have your child answer in complete sentences. 

      www.pspb.org/blueribbon/keys/monitorclarify.html 

 Have your child explain why a story is fantasy or real. 

 Use index cards to make a memory game with short o, u, and e words. 

                   http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/wordwizard/ 

             http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/wordfamily/  

 high frequency word game:  you need popsicle sticks, marker, and a cup.  Write high frequency 

words on sticks, plus 3 sticks that say BAM.  Players choose a stick from the cup and read the 

word.  If child reads the word correctly, they keep the stick.  If they get a BAM stick, they need 

to put all their popsicle sticks back in the cup. 

      http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/in_the_bag/  

 Predict/Infer 

 Predict Outcomes 

 long vowels, CVCe; a i 

 high frequency words 

different, floor, letter, move, 

poor, word 

 Read the title and look at pictures from a story, and predict what will happen in the story. 

 While reading the story, stop and ask child what do you think will happen in the story. 

      www.pspb.org/blueribbon/keys/inferences.html    

 Use short vowel words, and make a card with an e.  Have child read word with the e and without 

the e. 

      http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/picturematch/ 

 high frequency words: say the word, spell the word, clap the word, and say the word 

 Question 

 Compare and Contrast 

 long vowels CVCe, o, u, e; two 

sounds for g 

 high frequency words: 

beautiful, even, quiet, straight, 

year 

 While reading a story, ask questions about how the characters are feeling or why a 

character did certain things in the story. 

       www.pspb.org/blueribbon/keys/images.html 

 Read a nonfiction and fiction story with the same animal in it, and have your child 

compare the stories (How are they the same?  How are they different?). 

 Hard and Soft g—Say words with g sound, have your child make a fist if it has a hard g sound 

(e.g. gate), spread fingers if it is soft g (giraffe). 
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                   http://rbeaudoin333.homestead.com/hardsoftc_g_1.html 

 high frequency words:  get some shaving cream and have your child write words in shaving 

cream. 

 

 Evaluate 

 Fact and Opinion 

 consonant clusters (r, l, s) 

 two sounds for c 

 high frequency words:  busy, 

important, later, touch, young 

 Write a letter to a classmate or teacher to convince them why their favorite 

movie/book/TV show is the best. 

 Look at a magazine or newspaper article and decide what the facts and opinions are.  

 hard and soft sound game website 

                  http://rbeaudoin333.homestead.com/hardsoftc_g_1.html 

 examples of consonant clusters:  bring, clean, flag, start, slope, slide, brought, sleep) 

 use sidewalk chalk to write high frequency outside 

 Monitor/Clarify 

 Categorize/Classify 

 double consonant 

 VCVe patterns 

 high frequency words: across, 

brother, great, stand 

 www.pspb.org/blueribbon/keys/monitorclarify.html 

 Walk around your neighborhood and make a list of different trees, rocks, cars, twigs, and 

other things you find.  Decide how to sort them into two groups and explain why they go 

together. 

 Put multiple items together, and ask child what item doesn’t belong. 

 high frequency words:  make flashcards 

                     http://www.sadlier-oxford.com/phonics/grade_k_1/high_fre/hifreq1.htm 

  

 Summarize 

 Making Judgments 

 consonant digraphs 

 base words 

 high frequency words: during, 

heard, lion, winter 

 After listening to your child (or read a story to your child), retell the story using 

characters, setting, problem/solutions. 

 Read a story with a character who solved a problem.  Ask your child did the child make 

the right choice. Why? 

 Consonant Digraphs: th, ch, wh, sh - Have your child tell you a word with a different consonant 

digraph; play tic-tac-toe but use consonant clusters instead of x’s and o’s. 

      http://www.primarygames.com/see-n-spell/diagraphs/start.htm  

 base words (root words): e.g. sing (singing), play (plays) 

 high frequency words: make a memory game 

                    http://www.sadlier-oxford.com/phonics/grade_k_1/high_fre/hifreq1.htm 

 

 Question 

 Topic, Main Idea, and 

Supporting Details 

 vowel pairs: ai, ay 

 compound words 

 high frequency words: clothes, 

guess, order 

 While reading a story, ask questions about how the characters are feeling or why a 

character did certain things in the story. 

      www.pspb.org/blueribbon/keys/images.html 

 Take a magazine article or newspaper article, and have the child identify the topic (1 to 3 

words), main idea (a sentence), and supporting details (3 to 5 sentences that support the 

main idea). 

      www.pspb.org/blueribbon/keys/ideas.html  

 Review the rules: two vowels go walking, the first one does the talking; ai goes in the middle of 

a word, ay goes at the end of the word. 
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 Identify compound words around the house; make a compound word puzzle and have child put 

the words together. 

 high frequency words: shaving cream 

 

 Predict/Infer 

 Problem Solving 

 vowel pair ow, ou 

 suffixes -ly, -ful 

 high frequency words: behind, 

soldier, story 

 Read the title and look at pictures from a story, and predict what will happen in the story. 

      www.pspb.org/blueribbon/keys/inferences.html    

 While reading a story with a problem and solution, have your child make a list of possible 

solutions. 

 Make a list of ow and ou words; draw and label pictures with ou and ow words (clown, house, 

mouse, town, cow, found). 

      http://rbeaudoin333.homestead.com/diphthong_1.html  

 Explain the meaning of each suffix (-ly in a certain way, -ful means full of); happily—in a 

happy way, colorful—full of color 

 high frequency words—put words in a ABC order 

      http://www.roythezebra.com/reading-games-alphabetical-order.html 

 Evaluate 

 Inferences 

 vowel pairs: ee and ea 

 common syllables: tion and 

ture 

 high frequency words: believe, 

lady, whole 

 Write a letter to your principal explaining what recess or lunch time is like, and how it 

could be better. 

 Parent will make a certain face (happy, sad, angry...etc.), and have the child infer what the 

parent is feeling. 

       www.pspb.org/blueribbon/keys/inferences.html    

 Remind the rule:  when two vowels go walking, the first one does the talking. 

 Cut out words from magazines or newspapers that have –tion and –ture, then sort words. 

 Write high frequency words in sentences.  Sentences cannot begin with I, he, she, my mom, my 

dad.  Sentences must be at least 5 words long. 
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